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Update on New York Redistricting

By THOMAS KAPLAN

February 28, 2012

Each state must redraw its political maps to reflect the 2010 census, but New York, which has approved neither legislative nor Congressional districts for this year’s elections, is among the last to comply. Redistricting has become increasingly urgent because of the calendar; the state’s Congressional primary is scheduled to be on June 26, and its legislative primary on Sept. 11. 

So Far

The State Legislature has proposed new districts for the Assembly and the Senate, but those districts have been criticized as gerrymandered to protect incumbents, and the Legislature has not voted on the proposals. The Legislature has not yet proposed a new Congressional map, and on Monday a panel of federal judges, acting in response to a lawsuit by civic leaders, appointed a magistrate to develop a map that could be imposed by the court. 

The Latest

On Tuesday, a government reform group, Citizens Union, urged Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo to focus his attention on long-term reform in an effort to prevent another recurrence of the state’s decennial redistricting crisis. The group, along with several redistricting experts, called on the governor to negotiate an agreement with legislative leaders on a constitutional amendment that would require an independent redistricting process after the 2020 census. “We have a unique moment in history,” said Robert Abrams, a former state attorney general, “and we should take advantage of it.” Also, the City Council speaker, Christine C. Quinn, added her voice to calls by other elected officials and activists for the creation, as part of this year’s redistricting, of a predominantly Hispanic Congressional district centered in Upper Manhattan. 

Up Next

Lawmakers return to Albany on Wednesday after a 13-day recess. They face an immediate deadline: Wednesday is the cutoff date set by the federal magistrate for the Senate and the Assembly to submit proposals for the court to consider as it begins to draft its own Congressional map. The Legislature could submit a plan supported by both chambers, but if the Senate, which is controlled by Republicans, and the Assembly, which is controlled by Democrats, are unable to reach an agreement by the deadline, each chamber could submit a separate proposal for consideration by the magistrate judge, Roanne L. Mann. 
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